Sample Flyer

Church bells normally ring on Sunday mornings to alert the neighborhood that First Parish Church members and friends are being called to worship.  But on Sunday December 14, we will ring our bell 350 times—joining churches across Beverly and the Commonwealth as part of a campaign to signal the desire for real steps towards solving the global warming crisis.

[????QUOTE FROM LOCAL PASTOR, 

The number 350 comes from the latest scientific estimates of how much carbon dioxide is a safe level in the atmosphere. At the moment, burning coal, oil, and gas have taken that number too high—the atmosphere currently holds about 385 parts per million of carbon dioxide. “As a result, the planet is heating up too fast,” said Bill McKibben, environmental author and coordinator of the worldwide 350.org campaign.

“In December of 2009, the world’s leaders will meet in Copenhagen to forge an international agreement on global warming,” McKibben said. “So people in every country on earth are mobilizing to make sure that they don’t bend to the special interests and instead meet the targets science has laid out. African villages are planting 350 trees at the edge of town; we’ve even had people planning 350 mile marches to bear witness to this message.”

Unitarian Universalist Churches are joining in this effort.  In 2006, the Unitarian Universalist Association passed at our national meeting a Statement of Conscience  that called us to “..join with others to halt practices that fuel global warming/climate change, to instigate sustainable alternatives, and to mitigate the impending effects of global warming/climate change with just and ethical responses. As a people of faith, we commit to a renewed reverence for life”.  Locally, First Parish Church has worked for legislation which will support this work, begun education as to how we can change our own lives to realize these ideals and now bear witness to the Beverly community that together we can ensure the future health of our planet.

If you are interested in learning more, please contact – could put our web site and the 350.org.

