Green Sanctuary Conference Call

December 8, 2008

Attendees:  Rev. Bob Murphy. Tonia Bandrowicz, Carol Hohle, Rev. Diane Tiechert, Fred Bunger, Robin Nelson, Paul Rubin, Eric Olson, Mike Balin, Gil Rosenberg, Nancy Banks

I. Opening

Gil Rosenberg opened the call and apologized for the problem with the PIN number and thanking everyone for joining in spite of these problems.  He reviewed the purpose:

 1. Share stories of specific projects  

 2. Gather info about what challenges we are facing

 3. Next Steps

Gil listed some of the next steps for attendees to consider as we go through the call.


•
How do we use technology to support our work?  What format will be most useful to people? How would people like to share information and network? Do you want to use our Mass Action web site, set up a list serve, what information would you want on it?  Can you provide the information (flyers, movies that you use, newsletters)?


•
Another conference call; if so, what's the topic? (What do people need?  Difficulties?  Resources?


•
Face to face meeting.  If so, what's the topic?


•
Organize a meeting with STEM?


•
Build projects for more than one church?


•
Other ideas?

II.  Robin Nelson, Program Manager, UU Green Sanctuary Program gave the opening reflection - see below: 

Gil noted that we look forward to your feedback and particularly appreciated feedback from Victoria Thatcher.  Hope others will join Victoria in giving feedback.

III. Sharing by Carol Hohle church member, Weston First Parish Church.  Carol is also the founder and Executive Director of Inspiration House.

    Carol described the congregational wide project that Weston is doing this year. Each year the Weston church selects all parish project and this year it is related to the environment.  The program started out modestly focusing on raising awareness and then will focus on actions. It includes movies and speakers.  One of the projects was to plant 350 daffodils that actually took place over two weekends. The church also joined with two other churches to ring their bells 350 times.  She noted that work is not being done as part of Green Sanctuary program. 


Comments – Who is helping run this yearlong program? Carol noted that she is reaching into the Weston community for help – often outside the church.  What has been the response of the church?  It started slowly but is gaining momentum.

Carol recently graduated from Andover Newton Theological School with a focus on environment. She has developed a three-part workshop that delves into the shift in consciousness that facilitates and precipitates the outward manifestations of sustainable life choices that she can do for churches. We will put a link on our web site.

Updates from Nancy

· Barnraising programming that started in Cambridge is being expanded to Boston.  This is a one-day work program to weatherize a home.  The project is unique because the house is tested before work begins for energy efficiency and then again at the end of the day to determine impact of the work.  Material about Barnraising is on our web site.

·  Bob noted that in Falmouth, the church has done weatherization, but focuses on community buildings where people gather.

· Material from the Beverly church on the 350 bell ringing will also be added to the web site.

Updates from Bob

UUs put a lot of emphasis on racial justice.  What is exciting about the Van Jones lecture at GA (Vann Jones web site is http://vanjones.net/) is that he puts environment and justice together.  Bob is working on several programs to put this into action.  On New Years Eve, Community Church in Boston will be providing energy information at their church. They will have entertainment, refreshment, and lots of information about resources

The Falmouth Church on Cape Cod will be doing similar work on New Year's Day. Check the UU MassAction calendar for more information. He has also worked on the Ethical Eating Study Guide.  Copy is on our web site. Gets back to food, energy and water.  Finally they have installed solar panels on the church.

Comments 

· Struggling with learning about the issue, lots of focus on education but a desire to take action.

· Would like to have a movie list on the web site.  And book list, articles for newsletters and a blog so people can add their comments.

· Paul noted that the Follen church is trying to decide if they should formally participate in the Green Sanctuary program.  

· Robin noted that churches should do what is right for them,  Track the work that you are doing so if you decide at some point to formally join the program, you can apply your projects to your work plan.  Follen is also considering combining a program to eat locally with ethical eating and do a 350.org event.

· Challenge is information overload and getting other people involved.  Films may be a good sep to getting people interested.

· Try to work with existing groups.  Tried to do own community garden, but gave up after a year.  Build cooperative relationships, coalitions in the church and connect with other church programs. We need to think about how this work benefits each group so that the other church groups will join this effort.

· Carol noted that even in her all parish project, it is still driven by 3 or 4 people, but the fact it was selected gave entre to the other committees of the church and the ability to ask for help.

· Newton is challenged with a professional energy auditor who is a member and doing lots of work, but is not necessarily connected with the whole church community. The city has also taken the leadership on this issue and created an energy commission.  Many UUs serve on that.  The committees in town do lectures and films. Another group in Town does home audits.  Not sure where the church fits in. The work is being done, but not in the church.

IV. Next steps

Bob- Web site is helpful - multi district work, conference call, face to face meeting – He and the Rev. Ken Read-Brown of the Hingham church are exploring a conference "The Green Revolution in Religion" 

Paul - like conference call, web site, 

Fred - link to Van Jones, conference calls, would like in depth on one issue. 

Eric – follow-up on STEM

Carol – agree on follow-up to STEM meeting, periodic conference calls

We talked about other resources - 

Conservation data for the home, David Gersten - put together low carbon diet, Michael Blasnik presentation on energy conservation at the November MCAN conference.

Van Jones DVD  shown in Falmouth - very well received.

From Earth Bound: Daily Meditations For All Seasons by Brian Nelson

 

December 27th

 

David Oates’ Paradise Wild: Reimagining American Nature offers a new way to get back to nature.  Haunted by the Eden myth that we are, Oates argues, we keep working to transport ourselves to the wilderness, and yet we often find ourselves oddly unsatisfied upon our arrival.  Oates’ prescription is to realize that “we are already inside of nature, we ourselves are the inside, the inwardness of nature, if anyone is.”

The more you care for yourself and your world, the more you roll up your sleeves to practice regeneration and rebirth, the more you recreate Eden in your very self.  The results will emanate outward in ways you cannot imagine.  During this season, when a garden seems so very distant, find your inner garden.

 

