Green Sanctuary conference call

November 10, 2008

· Sponsored by UU Mass Action

· Facilitated by Nancy Banks (nancy.banks1@verizon.net) 

· Handouts available at http://www.uumassaction.org/node/173 

Presentations by 

· Robin Nelson (Rnelson@uua.org), Program Manager of Congregational Stewardship Services, UUA 

· Sharon Brownfield (sharonbrownfield@verizon.net), leader at Stow-Acton

1. Presentation by Robin Nelson:

· Her job: help congregations get through the process.  Review teams: 3-4 applications a month.  191 congregations formally involved.  All districts, 7 Canadian, 13 Mass (out of 142).

· Went through process (see handout available on website, address above).  There is talk of re-accreditation process.

· Question: How much flexibility in action plan if we need to change?

· Answer: Very flexible.  Action plan's purpose is to be sure you're meeting all of the requirements.

· Question: We've been active in trying to fulfill in each of the areas.  Missing environmental justice.

· Question: EPA community energy challenge approach, based on square footage.

· Answer: not necessary, but individual congregations welcome to use that.  Note:  Houses of Worship are some of the worst emitters and energy users.

· Comment: Mass Interfaith Power and Light did free energy audits.  No new applications.  Recommending to churches served by National Grid and NSTAR, go to them for audit, done for free, then eligible for low interest loans.  Long waiting list.

· Question: surprised to hear about Power and Light.  Served by municipal light plans, recommendations?  

· Answer: STEM.  See website (address above).  Encourages groups of churches to come together to do self-audits.  Greenfield church is doing it, with 6 churches.  $3000.

· Comment: Utility audits get mixed reviews.  Suggests STEM:  learn more,  do it again down the road. Great service to provide from Mass Action, coordinating that work.

· Victoria Thatcher, Eric Olson interested.  

· District sponsor?  Grant funding?

· If interested, contact Victoria, Eric, or Gil Rosenberg, who is willing to help coordinate.

2. Presentation by Sharon Brownfield:


Had active group 4-5 years ago.  Big Earth Day fair.  Personal survey: survey ruffled some feathers.  Asked about carbon footprint, how far people traveled.  Did lots of brainstorming, then leadership changed.  Membership on committee changed, effort languished.  A year ago: reactivated looking at what mission was.  Congregation had voted to form committee to make recommendation, so they looked into it, explored audit options.  Eating locally in April.  Decided to do it.  Nominated committee to work on becoming GS.  Give credit to new manual.  Increase visibility, constantly bring congregation along.  Target 2009 candidacy.

On website.  Bill McKibben's effort to gain awareness around the number 350: do something 350 times to raise awareness about the safe upper limit for carbon dioxide in parts per million.  http://350.org/  

3. Questions: 

· It would be very helpful to have resources for such things as newsletter items, movies, advertising for movies.

· No better way to learn than to have to teach something.  Lots of info on websites.  National Resource Defense Council.  She's happy to help (was this Lou?).  They usually want you to use their stuff, as long as you give credit.

· Worried about copyright infringement, so doesn't want to lift something off website. Going through Bullfrog.  

· UUA Congregational Study/Action Issue for 2008-2012: Ethical eating and environmental justice.  Ethical eating guide: books, movies, etc.  UUA website.

· Can show movie as long as its educational.  Not copyright infringement.  

· More to it, did some research.

· Green Sanctuary e-mail list.  Movies for series is a hot topic.  UUA.  Search e-mail list.  First link--> over 350 lists-->greensanctuary: http://lists.uua.org/mailman/listinfo/greensanctuary 

· People in church worry that there are not enough volunteers.  GS is sexier, so there won't be enough time, energy, people for other things. Concerned that we get broad support, and not just existing boards.  Overriding challenge: how to design collaborative planning process that gets full participation.  How to bring people together and create collaborative processes that inspire buy-in.  People accountable for things they create.  Not enough volunteers because people aren't bought-in.  Recommending Peter Block's book: Community: The Structure of Belonging.  Biggest challenge, and thing we're least prepared for.  Doesn't want to just nominate a committee.

· Scarcity is a big myth.  Goal is to move from idea of scarcity to abundance.   Robin hears that in next edition of manual would like collaborative planning process. 

· People have lots of projects that they're already working on, so hard to find people, because they're working on other projects.

· Most social justice issues have environment at root.

· Environmental justice: add or bring out environment in social justice work you're already doing.

4. Next steps:  

· List of participants.  Google group: way to communicate.

· If you're not sure Nancy knows you're here, send nancy an e-mail: nancy.banks1@verizon.net.

· Forum in which people could weigh-in about challenges that we're facing.  In person is fabulous, to build networks, build community.

· Practically in-person is difficult.  Recommends December 8 conference call.  If it builds to face-to-face, that's great.  Right now, make it easy.

· Agree with call.  Would like to hear more on specific projects that groups are doing, what is successful, what isn't, etc.

· Do you (UU Mass Action) do any outreach to other churches, other than UU's?  

· Yes: UU Mass Action chairs MASS Interfaith climate Action Network: legislative action, global warming solutions act.  As a result, very closely informed about work of other denominations.  UCC and Episcopal are quite active.  Huge efforts underway to do this work.  Andover area: conference this Sat., sponsored by UCC church (?) to raise awareness.

· Idea for environmental justice: Patricia Jones: UUSC: water/environmental justice expert, very accessible.  She brings water home to where you live: inequality/injustice of water: poor people's water shut off prematurely, water bought up by commercial companies, right to water.  pjones@uusc.org.  

· For Boston region: STEM.  Downloaded.  5-10 congregations.  Not just UU churches.  MIPL might be able to help find local churches.  Ministers will have contacts with other denominations.  Five 3-hour sessions, with each session in different house of worship.  

· Eric will work with Nancy on that.  Is it a good idea to have another call? 

· Great! 

· Good!  

· Plug for UU Mass Action: get church involved, and become members: $1 per person per year.

· Thanks to Nancy and Robin. 

· Have desired outcome for next call.

